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WAGER CJDC:   This is a special sitting to welcome 

his Honour Judge Lindsay Fox SC to this Court.  His Honour 

received his commission from His Excellency the Governor on 

20 October 2025, and commenced sitting as a judge of this 

Court on 3 November 2025.  The Court sits as a full bench 

on this occasion, as a sign of respect and welcome for 

his Honour. 

 

The Honourable Chief Justice Peter Quinlan has extended his 

apologies.  The Chief Justice can't join us on the bench 

this morning because he's currently presiding in Broome. 

 

We're sitting today on the lands of the Whadjuk people of 

the greater Noongar nation.  I pay my respects to their 

elders past and present.  I extend my respects to all 

Aboriginal peoples on whose lands this Court sits 

throughout the State of Western Australia.  I acknowledge 

and welcome all Aboriginal people present here today. 

 

It is my great pleasure to have his Honour's special guests 

join us in court this morning.  I warmly welcome 

his Honour's wife, Ms Claire Noonan, and his Honour's 

children, Emily, Owen and Imogen.  I welcome his Honour's 

parents, Mr Bill Fox and Mrs Sharon Fox, and his Honour's 

parents-in-law, Mr John Noonan and Mrs Jane Noonan. 

 

I also welcome his Honour's very large, extended, former 

work family of colleagues and friends from the Office of 

the Director of Public Prosecutions Western Australia, and 

that includes the Director, Mr Robert Owen SC. 

 

I welcome his Honour's distinguished guests:  the 

Honourable Justice Glancy, President of the State 

Administrative Tribunal; from the Court of Appeal, the 

Honourable Mazza J, Hall J, Mitchell J, and Vaughan J; from 

the Supreme Court General Division, the Honourable 

Fiannaca J, McGrath J, Forrester J, Lemonis J, Cobby J, 

Gething J, and the Master of the Supreme Court, Master 

Russell. 

 

I also welcome the Honourable Vandongen J from the Federal 

Court of Australia; Ms Sarah Linton, Acting Coroner for the 

State of Western Australia; the Principal Registrar of this 

Court, Dr Brenda McGivern; Mr Craig Bydder SC, 

Solicitor-General for the State of Western Australia; 

Ms Julia Wedlock, President of the Women Lawyers of Western 

Australia; and representatives of the Higher Courts 

Executive. 

 

It's also a pleasure to welcome back retired judges from 

this Court:  former Chief Judge his Honour Kevin Sleight; 
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his Honour Christopher Stephenson; and his Honour Simon 

Stone. 

 

I extend a special welcome to the speakers for this morning 

at the bar table:  the Honourable Attorney General for the 

State of Western Australia, Dr Tony Buti MLA; President of 

the Law Society of Western Australia, Mr Gary Mack; Mr Tim 

Hammond SC speaking on behalf of the Bar Association of 

Western Australia; and Ms Brooke Sojan, President of the 

Criminal Lawyers’ Association of Western Australia. 

 

Judge Fox's appointment arose following the appointment of 

the Honourable Justice Troy Sweeney to the Supreme Court as 

a judge of the Court of Appeal.  I will not speak about 

shoes at a welcome in this Court, other than to say that 

Justice Sweeney's would be hard to fill.  Her Honour was a 

judge of the District Court for 19 years.  In that time, 

she presided over some of the most complex criminal matters 

that came before the Court. 

 

Her Honour's significant intellectual ability, 

determination, and sheer hard work ensured she was an 

excellent judge, whose sentencing remarks and jury charges 

were legendary for all the right reasons.  Justice Sweeney 

was Senior Judge of this Court.  Her Honour assisted me 

greatly by always providing sensible and considered advice 

and support. 

 

Her Honour assisted the whole of the Court by providing her 

friendship, mentorship, good humour, wisdom, excellent 

advice and some cracking precedents.  I formally thank 

her Honour for her service to this Court. 

 

And so to Judge Fox.  Given Judge Fox's wealth of 

experience that will be addressed very soon, and his 

knowledge and commitment to the law, his Honour is already 

well on the way to becoming a great judge in every sense, 

and his Honour is a very welcome addition to this Bench. 

 

Mr Attorney. 

 

BUTI, DR:   Thank you, Chief Judge Wager. 

 

I'd like commence by recognising the distinguished guests 

welcomed by your Honour, the Chief Judge, this morning.  

I'd particularly also like to pay my respect to the 

Traditional Owners, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar 

nation, and their elders past, present and emerging. 

 

It is my pleasure to appear here today on behalf of the 

State of Western Australia, and the Government, and the 



D28/1/SLH/WADC/CIV/PER/CE1/1900 

03/12/2025 9:20 BUTI, DR 50 
Epiq 

people of Western Australia to honour and to welcome 

Judge Lindsay Fox SC to the District Court.  I also would 

like to extend a special welcome to the judge's wonderful 

family, and extended family that the Chief Judge has 

already mentioned. 

 

Judge Fox, you bring to this honourable court a wealth of 

experience, and a distinguished record of service to the 

law, and to the people of this State.  Since being admitted 

to practice in 2003, your Honour has been an integral part 

of the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, and 

has worked as a prosecutor in trials and appeals, including 

very complex matters. 

 

Your Honour conducted numerous jury trials in the District 

and Supreme Courts in the nine years prior to your 

appointment as Senior State Prosecutor in 2012, with the 

ODPP's appeals team.  While in your role as a Senior State 

Prosecutor, your Honour appeared regularly as a sole or 

lead counsel in complex criminal appeals before the Court 

of Appeal and the Supreme Court. 

 

Your Honour was appointed as Senior Counsel in November 

2020, and then became a Senior Consultant State Prosecutor 

in 2021, heading up the ODPP's appellate practice in the 

Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal and the High Court of 

Australia. 

 

Your Honour continued to act as counsel for the State 

before the Court of Appeal, and other appellate courts in 

serious criminal cases, while managing prosecutors in the 

ODPP's appeals team.  Indeed, the depth of experience which 

your Honour brings to the practice of law is illustrated by 

the fact that you've argued more than 150 appeals before 

the Court of Appeal. 

 

Beyond your practice, your Honour has contributed to the 

profession in a number of ways, including through your work 

as a member of the Legal Practice Board, and especially on 

the Board's Professional Affairs Committee.  Your Honour 

has also coached and delivered training seminars, both 

internally at the ODPP and to the outside agencies, as well 

as mentoring junior lawyers within the ODPP. 

 

Judge Fox, you are highly regarded in the legal profession, 

and your Honour's extensive background in the area of 

criminal law makes you very well qualified to serve as a 

judge on this honourable court. 
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To your Honour's family, thank you for the support that has 

enabled this remarkable career.  Today is as much a 

celebration for you as it is for Judge Fox and the Court. 

 

Your Honour, on behalf of the Government, and the people of 

Western Australia, I congratulate you on your appointment.  

We wish you the very best in the next stage of your service 

to the people of Western Australia, and look forward to 

your contribution to the administration of justice, and to 

the collegiality that defines this honourable court. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you, Mr Attorney. 

 

Mr Mack. 

 

MACK, MR:   May it please the Court. 

 

It's my privilege today to appear today and represent the 

Law Society of Western Australia in welcoming his Honour 

Judge Lindsay Fox to this honourable court.  And I would 

also like to welcome his Honour's family, and his extended 

family to this sitting. 

 

I too would like to acknowledge that we convene today on 

the lands of the Traditional Custodians, the Whadjuk people 

of the Noongar nation, and pay my respects to their elders, 

past and present, and also pay my respects to any 

Aboriginal Torres Strait Islanders persons who may be 

amongst us today. 

 

As you heard from the Attorney, Judge Fox has enjoyed an 

impressive career in the criminal law, predominantly as a 

prosecutor, since he was admitted in 2003.  A lengthy 

career as a criminal prosecutor is a challenging calling. 

 

Prosecutors represent the State in criminal proceedings, 

but they also assume one of the key obligations that every 

state owes to its citizens, that is, to ensure citizens are 

not impacted by crime, and to maintain social order.  Where 

this fails, there can be criticism from the Government, the 

media and the public, and can impact on democracy. 

 

A prosecutor's role is multifaceted, and not just requires 

an excellent technical knowledge and acumen of the law, but 

a high degree of emotional intelligence, sensitivity and 

tact in dealing with victims of crime, their families and 

witnesses, often in highly-charged circumstances where 

there is a lot at stake.  That is not to mention the 

vicarious trauma that is an ongoing risk that accompanies 

this type of work. 
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Taken together, the role is complex and challenging.  And 

to discharge this service, and make this contribution to 

the community of the State of Western Australia for what I 

believe was approximately 20 years, demonstrates an 

abundance resilience, strength and commitment.  These 

demonstrated qualities more than amply qualify your Honour 

for the role that you now occupy. 

 

As has been said by the Attorney, your Honour has 

contributed to the profession through his role on the 

Professional Affairs Committee of the Legal Practice 

Board.  This committee has delegated authority to determine 

suitability to hold practising certificates, reservation of 

legal work, trust accounts, external intervention with 

respect to law practice, amongst other responsibilities. 

 

The work of this committee is not inconsiderable, it's 

voluntary and unpaid.  And I had the privilege of working 

alongside his Honour as a member of the committee where I 

saw first-hand his Honour's leadership and administrative 

abilities, as well as his comprehensive knowledge of the 

uniform law. 

 

On congratulating his Honour's appointments, a colleague 

noted this: 

 

That Judge Fox not only has enjoyed a successful 

professional life, but is a dedicated family man and 

husband.  He leads a balanced life, and has a strong 

culinary interest, and I believe that he also enjoys 

and has a talent in challenging PC computer games, 

specialising in nation-building and city-building, I 

believe. 

 

But in closing, on behalf of the Law Society, and the wider 

legal professional of Western Australia, we warmly welcome 

and congratulate your Honour's appointment, and wish 

your Honour all the best for this new role in the 

administration of justice, and further serving the 

community as your Honour has done previously but in this 

current role. 

 

May it please the Court. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you, Mr Mack. 

 

Mr Hammond.
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HAMMOND, MR:   May it please the Court. 

 

I'm delighted to appear on behalf of the Bar Association to 

welcome your Honour Judge Fox as a judge of the District 

Court of Western Australia. In doing so, I also acknowledge 

the Traditional Owners of the land upon which we meet, and 

pay my respects to elders past, present and emerging. 

 

The Bar joins the Chief Judge and our Attorney General in 

acknowledging special guests mentioned by them, together 

with your Honour's family who are part of this occasion 

today, in particular your Honour's wife, Claire, and 

children Emily, Owen and Imogen. 

 

I understand there is also a much loved fifth family member 

who is not in court this morning, and is most put out about 

that fact.  Ollie the dog, if you are listening and 

watching on the livestream, we also acknowledge your 

presence as an integral part of your Honour's family unit. 

 

As is already clearly evident from the welcome remarks made 

by the Attorney and Mr Mack on behalf of the Law Society, 

the calibre of your Honour's resume, particularly having 

regard to the depth of your Honour's criminal law 

experience, make it patently clear as to why your Honour is 

eminently qualified as an honourable judge of this Court. 

 

Even a cursory glance at the statistics from the Department 

of Justice 2024-25 Annual Report make it clear why 

your Honour's appointment to this Court in particular is 

such a perfect fit.  In the last financial year, 2,679 

indictments were lodged in this Court, over 50 per week, 

even when recesses are included. 

 

2,857 criminal matters were finalised, with 405 of those 

matters finalised by way of trial.  With the greatest of 

respect to other courts, the District Court clearly 

continues to be the engine room in so far as managing the 

administration of justice for indictable offences in the 

criminal law.  Your Honour’s pedigree will, we are sure, be 

an invaluable addition to this Court.  Your Honour could be 

fairly described as a lifer from the Office of the Director 

of Public Prosecutions whose acronym, the DPP, I’ll use for 

the balance of this welcome. 

 

Your Honour commenced at the DPP even before your Honour’s 

admission as a practitioner in early 2003, having commenced 

your articles at the DPP in 2002.  Indeed, I am led to 

believe and have it on good authority that your Honour is 

the DPP’s first home-grown District Court judge, the very 

first to start as an article clerk to progress to senior
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counsel and then to the bench whilst remaining with the 

office the entire time.  And in terms of your time spent 

working at the DPP, although your Honour spent the early 

part of your career as a trial prosecutor, including your 

time spent by Fiannaca SC, as his Honour then was, in the 

Manson trial, it was when your Honour joined the DPP 

appeals team, practising exclusively in the appellate 

jurisdiction, that you really took flight. 

 

It was in that jurisdiction that your exacting eye for 

detail, mental agility and insightful legal intellect 

really became apparent.  To the extent any evidence of such 

a statement is necessary, if one looks back over the last 

dozen years, there are very few significant criminal appeal 

judgments that do not have your Honour’s name listed as 

counsel appearing for the State.  And yet, despite such a 

track record having been forged in the fire of prosecution 

after prosecution, honed in the Court of Appeal and refined 

in the High Court over many years, I am also readily 

informed by those who are close to your Honour there lies 

underneath that suit of adversarial armour a most 

multidimensional human indeed. 

 

Your Honour has retained your very human essence, 

understanding what it is that makes people tick.  This I am 

told manifests itself in some unexpected ways.  Take for 

example your Honour’s appetite to keep colleagues 

entertained and in good spirits, even when times are tough 

or the subject matter of criminal trials appear grim.  You 

see, your Honour has always been an enormous contributor to 

the annual DPP film revue.  For those who aren’t familiar 

with such a tradition, the revue is a traditional 

theatrical send-up of recent office-based events, sometimes 

attached to big budget blockbusters, sometimes not. 

 

Without descending into detail unbecoming of judicial 

office, your Honour performed as part of an ABBA dream 

team.  Some years later, starred in a take-off of Avatar 

otherwise known as Advocatar.  The critical reviews I’ve 

received of your Honour’s performances, whilst highly 

anonymous, were – how does one say this – simply 

breathtaking.  You thus join the pantheon of former DPP 

employees that have starred in the revue and then been 

elevated to the bench:  Fiannaca, Archer, Petrusa, 

Barbagallo, Rafferty, Astill, to name a few. 

 

This is yet another sure sign that whilst at the DPP, 

your Honour was destined to a higher calling, which brings 

us here today.  I’m also reliably informed that 

your Honour’s excellent courtroom poker face 
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very effectively conceals a wicked sense of humour and 

lightning-fast wit.  One might not necessarily know this 

from your Honour’s dignified presentation in the courtroom, 

but I am told your Honour loves to laugh and laugh very 

loudly, so much so that your former colleagues are 

desperately missing the sound of your booming laugh echoing 

through the halls. 

 

Although it must be said, in your new environs, there is 

every chance his Honour Judge Quail will give you a run for 

your money in terms of an omnipresent, booming laugh.  

Either way, it would seem the prospect of booming laughter 

in stereo sound can only augur well in any workplace, 

unless, of course, one is caught in the crossfire with the 

respective sonic booms, in which case my advice is to stop, 

drop and roll.  So your Honour brings to the bench a 

towering intellect, collegiality, good humour and 

curiosity. 

 

Your new colleagues will no doubt benefit from your open 

nature and open-door policy, just as your former colleagues 

always did.  Your Honour’s reputation in practice has 

always been one of balance, fairness and integrity, someone 

who attracts respect not only from the bench, but from both 

sides of the Bar table.  Those attributes, those values and 

that commitment to service makes it very clear it is beyond 

all and any doubt your Honour will most admirably and 

effectively serve the administration of justice as a judge 

of this honourable court.  May it please the Court. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you, Mr Hammond. 

 

Ms Sojan. 

 

SOJAN, MS:   May it please the Court.  May I join in 

recognising the many distinguished guests, family and 

friends that are here today to welcome his Honour 

Judge Fox.  I also pay my respects to the Traditional 

Owners of the land on which we meet, the Whadjuk people, 

and I pay my respects to their elders past, present and 

emerging.  It is my great honour and privilege today to 

welcome Judge Fox to the District Court on behalf of the 

Criminal Lawyers’ Association of WA, in particular where 

your Honour was a member of our committee before your 

appointment to the bench. 

 

I have had the great pleasure of knowing your Honour for a 

large part of my career, having worked with your Honour at 

the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions.  It is a 

testament to the role that you played in the office as a 
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mentor, as a sounding board and as a legal mind that 

sitting behind me today in this courtroom is full of your 

former colleagues, opposing counsel and, not least of all, 

your friends.  Your Honour has always been an active member 

of the legal community and given years of service to the 

profession beyond your time at the DPP. 

 

Your contributions to the Criminal Lawyers’ Association 

were not only on policy and reforms and often volunteering 

to deliver CPD for us, but you were always armed with a 

bottle of red wine in hand when needed.  Your Honour also 

has an incredible way of listening very quietly to all of 

the committee propose very complex solutions to complex 

problems, and then very simply proposing the obvious and 

simply resolution to solve the problem.  Recently, I have 

stood up here and told judges they are in for a big 

learning curve in the life of crime.  However, with 

your Honour, whilst it is a significant loss to this side 

of the Bar table, your appointment to the bench brings with 

it a wealth of experience in criminal law and a knowledge 

of the Court of Appeal, which I’m sure means that we will 

never have to appeal your directions. 

 

Now, whilst everyone else has spoken today about your 

incredible career at the DPP and I echo that, I would like 

to take this opportunity to talk about how it all began.  

After completing your law degree, your Honour embraced a 

strong ambition to complete your articles at the DPP.  One 

can only imagine your Honour’s disappointment to find out 

following the application process that a fellow graduate 

had received an interview and you had not.  With some 

indignation, your Honour proceeded to contact the DPP to 

demand an explanation as to why you had missed out. 

 

As it turns out, your application had been mistakenly 

overlooked.  Those senior prosecutors conducting the 

article clerk interviews were very impressed with not only 

your Honour’s tenacity to contact the office but the 

contents of your resume.  Your Honour was not only 

successful in securing an interview, albeit at the last 

minute, but was offered articles by the interview panel, 

which included her Honour Justice Sweeney and 

Coroner Urquhart, who, might I add, not only wanted to take 

credit for hiring you but also wanted to take credit for 

hiring your future wife, and therefore your subsequent 

meeting. 

 

Whilst I understand that your Honour is the last of your 

article clerk group to be appointed to a judicial position, 

and I’m sure his Honour Judge Rafferty will continue to 

remind you that he was the first to be appointed to the 
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District Court, you were certainly far from least, having 

managed to contribute to the profession through your 

appointment as silk, your amazing legal mind and incredible 

generosity with your time and knowledge.  I think I can 

speak personally when I say there’s not a single person in 

the office who has not sought advice from you, that has not 

been amazed with your ability to take the time needed to 

ensure that the issue is properly examined, as well as 

inadvertently making the most senior of us still feel like 

we started practising yesterday. 

 

Your Honour has spent countless occasions at the DPP where 

you would sit and think about complex legal issues with 

such focus, eyes closed, feet up on the desk, giving every 

indication you were dozing off, and I have no doubt that 

this will continue in your time as a judge as we move from 

the era of “What would the Fox say?” to “What would 

his Honour say?”  I think I can speak for everyone in this 

room when I say that your Honour’s appointment to this 

Court is a fantastic accomplishment for both your Honour, 

as well as all of us who will have the pleasure of 

appearing before your Honour. 

 

On behalf of the Criminal Lawyers’ Association, it is my 

honour to offer these welcoming remarks and I wish you the 

very best throughout your judicial career.  May it please 

the Court. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you, Ms Sojan. 

 

Your Honour. 

 

FOX DCJ:   Thank you, Chief Judge.  May I also commence by 

adding my acknowledgement to the Traditional Custodians of 

the lands upon which we meet, the Whadjuk people of the 

greater Noongar nation, and pay my respects to their 

elders, past and present. 

 

Mr Attorney, can I thank you for your kind words this 

morning.  Perhaps more importantly, through you, can I 

thank the Government for the trust it has placed in me in 

appointing me to this Court.  While I have always known, 

perhaps in a somewhat abstract way, the last four weeks of 

sitting as a judge has brought home to me how dependent our 

entire justice system is on the integrity and the ability 

of those who are appointed to judicial office.  I am not 

naive to the weight of the responsibilities that I’ve 

assumed, and I just sincerely hope that in the many years 

ahead, I prove myself to be worthy of the trust that you 

and the Government have placed in me. 
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Mr Mack, Mr Hammond and Ms Sojan.  May I also thank you for 

your very kind words.  Ms Sojan, one of the few regrets I 

have in accepting this appointment is that my time on the 

CLE committee has been cut so short so soon.  The work that 

the Criminal Lawyers’ Association does in supporting 

criminal practitioners, many of whom are sole 

practitioners, and fostering collegiality across both sides 

of the Bar table is invaluable. 

 

I’ve had the privilege of attending several welcome 

ceremonies in the past from either the Bar table or the 

public gallery, and all of the speeches given by the recent 

appointees are all different because they’re all so 

personal, but there are common themes.  Perhaps common 

themes beyond the dread of having to deliver a speech 

talking about ourselves.  But there is one common theme 

that has always stood out to me.  It’s that everyone who is 

appointed to judicial office has reached that milestone in 

their legal career because of the support of others and 

sheer good fortune.  I’m no different. 

 

My support and sheer good fortune starts with my parents, 

Sharon and Bill.  I had the privilege of growing up in a 

loving and stable household.  That’s something that so many 

people who come before this Court and sit in the dock or 

the witness box do not share.  Nobody on either side of our 

family has ever had a tertiary education.  Yet, I’ve had 

nothing other than love and support from them, sacrifice 

for my education and the occasional kick up the proverbial 

backside to pursue my career in law.  That has culminated 

in where I sit this day, and it is in no small measure down 

to them. 

 

A few years into practice and I met Claire.  Like many 

modern couples, we met at work.  Sort of.  While we 

consider the story of how we met to be beautiful and 

romantic, it always has an unfair scandalous undertone to 

it whenever we try and relate it.  So I won’t.  We’ve been 

together for the past 22 years and married for 17 of 

those.  Her love has always been unconditional and 

unquestioning.  In our family and professional lives, it is 

clear who has made the sacrifices that have allowed me to 

have that I’ve had.  With three young children, both of us 

working as lawyers, our family life is an endless battle to 

bring some vague semblance of order to never-ending 

domestic chaos. 

 

Those of you who have had both the personal pleasure and 

the forensic misfortune to appear against Claire know that 

she is as fair as she is hardworking and determined in her 

work.  She has boundless energy and a remarkable ability to 
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work off so many fewer hours of sleep than I do.  That we 

have managed to achieve all of this together is largely 

down to her.  Put simply, but for Claire’s support, I would 

not be sitting here talking today, and we, of course, have 

three wonderful children - Emily, Owen and Imogen.  I am 

going to say something a little about them, and I’m going 

to save that to the end. 

 

As a number of speakers have indicated, I began my articles 

at the ODPP back in 2002.  The three other article clerks 

in my year were his Honour Judge Seamus Rafferty SC, 

her Honour Magistrate Linda Keane and her Honour 

Magistrate Erin O’Donnell.  I’ve always thought this says 

less about us as individuals and more about what a truly 

great place the ODPP was and still is to learn your craft 

as young advocates in the justice system.  ODPP alumni are 

over-represented in all three levels of the primary courts 

in this State.  It tells you something of the quality of 

the work and the quality of the experiences that one gets 

working at that office. 

 

But as a number of speakers have alluded to this morning, 

it was in appellate practice where I think I truly thrived 

in my career as counsel.  Having expressed an interest in 

doing that type of work, I was supposed to have an 18-month 

rotation through that section of the office.  I ended up 

staying for the better part of 13 years.  Without question, 

they were the most satisfying years of my professional life 

as counsel.  There are three people in particular I have to 

thank for that. 

 

Mr Geoff Schulz, now retired, who headed up the appellate 

practice up to his retirement in 2021, and two previous 

directors, Justice Joe McGrath and 

Justice Amanda Forrester.  All three of them gave me 

opportunities to thrive in the Court of Appeal.  All three 

of them would entrust me with work of ever-increasing 

complexity, volume and importance.  It was their backing in 

those years that allowed me to flourish as an advocate, led 

to me taking silk in 2020, and ultimately, in no small 

measure, to where I am today. 

 

Can I also thank the great team of lawyers and paralegals 

that I’ve had the opportunity to work with and lead in the 

appeals team, almost all of whom are here today.  It’s 

challenging work, and a lot of it.  The appeals team has a 

tremendous reputation amongst the judiciary and the broad 

profession, and that’s because all of you.  I am honoured 

that so many current and former judges of the 

Court of Appeal are here this morning.  I will genuinely 

miss appearing in that Court. 



D28/3/TLZ/WADC/CIV/PER/CE1/1900 

03/12/2025 9:45 HER HONOUR 60 
Epiq 

I am now doomed to only ever appear in that Court very 

indirectly with one, sorry, that’s not right, with at least 

one of the parties impugning something I have done or 

something I have failed to do in this Court.  Given that I 

spent so much of my career either defending or impugning my 

now-sibling judges, some might call that karma.  As I said, 

I’m going to conclude by sharing something about my three 

kids, and how each of them reacted when we told them I was 

going to be made a judge. 

 

To paint the scene, we’re on holidays over in Japan.  We 

are all in a small Japanese hotel in a small rural Japanese 

town.  It’s a very traditional hotel, and we’re all dressed 

up in a traditional kimono-style attire in a private dining 

room in the hotel, enjoying a multi-course meal.  It’s the 

night before the Executive Council meeting.  So Claire and 

I explain to the kids that I was about to be made a judge.  

They reacted in three very different ways, quite befitting 

their personality. 

 

Imogen, I am sorry, sweetheart, but as I’ve said, being 

made a judge of this Court doesn’t mean that I get to be a 

judge in your gymnastics competition.  Not only do I not 

know enough about gymnastics, it would just not be - well, 

lawyers would call it reasonable apprehension of bias, but 

really, it just wouldn’t be fair on anyone else.  Owen, 

this isn’t something that you said on that night.  It was 

something you asked me a few days later, and we both had a 

similar feeling.  Like you, I’m also disappointed that I 

don’t get one of those little hammer things.  Judges in 

America get them, but it’s not a thing here, unfortunately. 

 

Emily, a little bit older, a little bit further along in 

her education.  She has some basic knowledge of our 

constitutional structure, and she had a better grasp that 

night about what Claire and I were saying.  Those of you 

who know Emily will also know that she has lots of 

confidence and a fair bit of sass to go with it.  So after 

about five or 10 minutes of discussion, taking it in, 

processing it, Emily observed, and I quote: 

 

Oh great.  Now Dad’s going to have an even bigger 

head than he already has. 

 

My kids help keep me humble and grounded, and I thank all 

three of you for that, and can I thank each and every one 

of you for coming today.  If I was to list everyone I truly 

needed to thank throughout the course of my career, we’d be 

here till early afternoon, and I do have a jury waiting, 

but thank you, each and every one of you who 
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has made the effort to come here today.  I am truly touched 

and moved by it.  Thank you. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you.  And that now completes the 

special sitting to welcome his Honour Judge Fox to this 

Court, and Court will now adjourn. 

 

AT 9.50 AM THE MATTER WAS ADJOURNED ACCORDINGLY 


