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WAGER CJDC:   This is a special sitting to welcome 

her Honour Judge Tania Jeyamohan to this Court.  Her Honour 

received her commission from His Excellency the Governor on 

8 August 2025 and commenced sitting as a judge of this 

Court on 18 August 2025.  We're sitting and meeting on the 

traditional lands of the Whadjuk people of the greater 

Noongar nation.  I pay my respects of their elders past and 

present. 

 

I also acknowledge that this Court sits in 12 locations 

around Western Australia and I acknowledge the Traditional 

Owners of the lands over which we preside, and I pay my 

respects to all elders in the regions past, present and 

emerging.  The District Court sits today as a full bench to 

mark our respect for her Honour and to ensure she is warmly 

welcomed to the Court.  I thank the Honourable Chief 

Justice Peter Quinlan for joining us and I also thank the 

Chief Justice for the ongoing support he provides to this 

jurisdiction both legal and moral. 

 

I'm so pleased to welcome her Honour's family to this 

Court, her Honour's husband Jey Shivakumar, her Honour's 

daughter Marisa and son Rohan and I know you are both very 

proud of your mum and your mum is very proud of both of 

you.  I welcome her Honour's mother, Mrs Rajes Suppiah and 

her father, Mr Sinnadurai Jeyamohan, her Honour's brothers, 

Mr Keshav Jeyamohan and Mr Kush Jeyamohan who is joining us 

from Canberra together with their brand new baby son, 

Arthur. 

 

I welcome her Honour's mother-in-law, Ms Bavany Shivakumar 

as well as her Honour's other family members, cousins, 

family, personal friends and legal friends.  I welcome and 

acknowledge the Honourable Justice Kate Glancy, President 

of the State Administrative Tribunal, Ms Sarah Linton, 

Acting Coroner for Western Australia, Mr Craig Bydder SC, 

Solicitor General for the State of Western Australia, 

Mr Eugene Ashe, Official Secretary to His Excellency the 

Governor, Mr Rob Owen SC, Director of Public Prosecutions 

for the State of Western Australia. 

 

Mr Martyn Plummer, Assistant Director of the Commonwealth 

Director of Public Prosecutions, Ms Catriona Macleod, 

President of the Women Lawyers of Western Australia, and 

all of the executive representatives of Court and Tribunal 

Services.  I welcome Justices of the Supreme Court, the 

Honourable President of the Court of Appeal, Justice 

Thomson, Justices Mitchell, Fiannaca, Smith, Hill, Strk, 

Forrester, Lundberg, Seaward, Whitby, Lemonis, Palmer and 

Justice Sweeney.
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I also welcome his Honour Kevin Sleight, former Chief Judge 

of this Court, and Mr Martin Jan, retired registrar.  It is 

my pleasure to welcome two former Attorneys General, the 

Honourable John Quigley and the Honourable Jim McGinty, as 

well as our former Governor who's robed and seated with 

counsel, the Honourable Malcolm McCusker AC CVO KC.  It is 

a pleasure to welcome our distinguished speakers at the bar 

table. 

 

Our Attorney General, the Honourable Dr Tony Buti MLA, whom 

together with the Government of the State of Western 

Australia, I thank for her Honour's appointment.  

Her Honour's appointment fills a vacancy left following the 

appointment of the Honourable Justice Terry Palmer to the 

Supreme Court, and Justice Palmer, we thank you for your 

service to this Court and to the community. 

 

I also welcome Mr Gary Mack, President of the Law Society 

of Western Australia, Mr Tim Hammond SC on behalf of the 

Bar Association of Western Australia and Ms Brooke Sojan, 

President of the Criminal Lawyers’ Association of Western 

Australia.  Her Honour is, of course, no stranger to this 

Court, having held the position of Registrar of the 

District Court from 2022 to 2024.  Team District Court had 

the pleasure of experiencing her Honour's extremely high 

work ethic, her can do attitude and her friendship. 

 

She returned to this Court on appointment following a 

period as Deputy State Solicitor.  It's our pleasure to 

welcome Judge Jeyamohan to this Court.  She has extensive 

experience in the application of the law, court advocacy, 

judgment writing and management. 

 

So, Mr Attorney, we are very fortunate to have the whole 

package appointed. 

 

Since appointment her Honour has presided over numerous 

matters and has demonstrated her skills and timeliness as a 

judge as well as her collegiality, compassion and great 

humour.  All are traits that will make her an excellent 

judge.  I congratulate her Honour, and I wish you a long, 

productive, interesting and healthy judicial life ahead. 

 

Yes, Mr Attorney. 

 

BUTI, DR:   May it please the Court.  I would like to 

commence by recognising the distinguished guests welcomed 

by your Honour, the Chief Judge, here this morning.  I 

would particularly like to pay my respects to the 

Traditional Owners of the Whadjuk people of the Noongar 

nation and their elders past, present and emerging.  It is 
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my pleasure to appear here today on behalf of the State of 

Western Australia and the Government and the people of 

Western Australia to honour and to welcome Judge Tania 

Jeyamohan to the District Court. 

 

I want to extend a special welcome to the judge's mother 

and father, your Honour's husband, Jey, and children Marisa 

and Rohan.  I would also like to acknowledge your Honour's 

extended family who are here too, your Honour's brother, 

sister-in-law, mother-in-law, niece and cousins.  

Your Honour brings to this honourable court a wealth of 

experience and a distinguished record of service to the law 

and to the people of this State.  Admitted to practice in 

2000, your Honour has built a 25-year legal career marked 

by excellence, integrity and dedication. 

 

Your Honour's distinguished career includes more than a 

decade across two periods serving in multiple roles at the 

State Solicitor's Office culminating in your Honour's 

recent role as Deputy State Solicitor for public and 

general litigation where you provided advice on some of the 

most complex and high-profile matters affecting Government 

and the community.  Your Honour has also acted as State 

Solicitor on several occasions, a testament to your 

leadership and expertise. 

 

Your Honour's experience is not confined to advisory work.  

Your Honour has appeared as counsel in mediation, 

arbitration and litigation proceedings and you have managed 

significant disputes involving statutory interpretation, 

public law and government contracts. 

 

Your Honour has also held senior roles in private practice 

as a litigation lawyer before joining the State Solicitor’s 

Office.  To all this, your Honour adds valuable insight 

from your time as a Registrar of this honourable court, 

where you oversaw case management and interlocutory 

hearings in both the Court’s civil and criminal 

jurisdictions. 

 

Beyond your practice, your Honour has contributed to the 

profession as an Adjunct Senior Lecturer at Murdoch 

University School of Law, shaping aspiring lawyers with 

your knowledge and passion for justice, and for those lucky 

enough, sharing your Honour’s passion for fine dining. 

 

Your Honour has a long history at Murdoch University School 

of Law, having undertaken your law degree there.  Although, 

it would be fair to say that your physical presence in the 

lecture theatre as a student was somewhat uneven.  And here 

you are, your Honour, a judge of the District Court of 
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Western Australia.  Maybe law school is overrated, but as a 

former legal academic, I maybe shouldn’t be saying so.  But 

your intellectual capacity has never been in doubt; no more 

so than when you were undertaking your Master’s of Law at 

Murdoch University. 

 

Your Honour’s Master’s dissertation on “The Erosion of 

Minority Rights in Malaysia” was first class, beautifully 

marrying domestic law, international law, public policy and 

politics.  Your Honour, it was an absolute delight and 

pleasure to supervise your Master’s dissertation. 

 

Your Honour has been described as a person who lifts others 

simply by virtue of being in your Honour’s orbit and having 

the opportunity to know and work with you.  

Judge Jeyamohan, your appointment is not only a recognition 

of your professional achievements, but also your commitment 

to public service and your unwavering dedication to your 

work. 

 

The District Court will benefit greatly from your Honour’s 

deep understanding of litigation and your strategic 

thinking.  The District Court will also benefit from 

your Honour’s commitment to the development of legal 

practice and jurisprudence that is just and ethical.  In a 

paper titled ‘The Ethics of Winning’, your Honour wrote the 

following: 

 

The practice of law is not a right, but a privilege, 

and ethical legal practice is a personal 

responsibility.  Practitioners have at their ready 

access the uniform conduct rules and a body of 

jurisprudence to provide guidance when faced with an 

ethical problem or dilemma.  But underpinning all of 

this should probably be a commitment to integrity.  

That is, a commitment to do what is right.  To quote 

Mahatma Gandhi: 

 

“There is a higher court than courts of justice, and 

that is the court of conscience.  It supersedes all 

other courts.” 

 

I hope that the message conveyed has been heard.  

That is, that the measure of a win, however defined, 

should be a case well delivered, rather than limiting 

the focus to the outcome alone. 

 

Your Honour, I dearly hope the practitioners appearing 

before you carefully read what you write and hear what you 

say.  If they do so, justice and the ethics of legal 

proceedings will be enhanced in this Court. 
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Your Honour, I also dearly hope that your written judgments 

contain the occasional reference to one of your favourite 

authors, the Great British crime novelist Agatha Christie.  

In your paper on ‘The Ethics of Winning’, your Honour 

borrowed the following line from Agatha Christie: 

 

Witness for the prosecution:  The true test of a 

lawyer is not in winning, but in the pursuit of 

justice. 

 

Reflecting on your career to date, Judge Jeyamohan, it is 

clear that you are very well qualified to be appointed to 

sit on the bench of this honourable court.  To 

your Honour’s family, thank you for your support that has 

enabled the Honourable Tania Jeyamohan to reach this 

remarkable career.  Today is as much a celebration for you 

as it is for the Court. 

 

Judge Jeyamohan, on behalf of the Government and the people 

of Western Australia, I congratulate you on your 

appointment.  We wish you the very best in the next stage 

of your service to the people of Western Australia, and 

look forward to your contributions to the administration of 

justice and to the collegiality that defines this Court.  

May it please the Court. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you, Mr Attorney. 

 

Mr Mack. 

 

MACK, MR:   May it please the Court.  It’s my privilege to 

appear today representing the Law Society of Western 

Australia in welcoming her Honour Judge Tania Jeyamohan to 

the bench of this honourable court.  I, too, would like to 

welcome your Honour’s family and also acknowledge that we 

convene today on the lands of the Traditional Custodians, 

Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation and pay my respects to 

their elders past and present.  I also pay my respects to 

any Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander persons who may be 

amongst us today. 

 

As the Attorney-General has already highlighted, 

Judge Jeyamohan has forged a distinguished and varied 

career since her admission to practice in 2000, which has 

already been alluded to in extensive experience in private 

practice in several prominent firms, government practice, 

including serving the State of Western Australia through 

her role as Deputy State Solicitor, and a previous role 

here in this Court as registrar. 

 



D27/2/VMD/WADC/CRIM/PER/CE1/1900 

15/10/2025 9:30 MACK, MR 7 
Epiq 

In addition to these roles, your Honour has contributed to 

the profession through her ongoing contribution to 

continuing professional development courses and events, but 

also contributing to those who would aspire to join the 

profession of your Honour’s over 12 year teaching role with 

Murdoch University that included an appointment as Adjunct 

Senior Lecturer in Law. 

 

Your Honour’s commitment to the legal profession also 

includes her Honour’s membership of the Law Society, which 

she joined in 2000 and served on the Young Lawyers 

Committee between 2006 and 2008.  It’s been said by 

colleagues that your Honour has been deeply committed to 

mentoring junior practitioners.  That included, on 

occasions, providing useful advice to practical legal 

training students on how to - important advice, at that - 

on how to navigate workplaces and conduct issues and 

expectations that may be expected of junior practitioners 

and how to resolve issues when they arise. 

 

Your Honour has also been invested in programs involving 

equity, diversity and community inclusion.  This has 

included your Honour’s initial board membership and later 

Deputy Chair of Communicare, being a not-for-profit founded 

in 1977 that has grown to provide over 45 services to over 

15,000 vulnerable Western Australians often in need. 

 

In addition, your Honour has also served on the Advisory 

Council of White Ribbon Australia, an organisation 

committed to ending gender-based violence.  On 

congratulating her Honour’s appointment, a colleague noted 

that, “I have known her Honour for many years”.  And I 

quote: 

 

I’ve known your Honour for many years.  I’m happy to 

say that Judge Jeyamohan is known for her hard work, 

dedication, integrity, and a commitment to justice, 

not to mention her fabulous fashion sense. 

 

Sir Gerard Brennan, in his August 2007 paper “The Selection 

of Judges for Commonwealth Courts”, amongst many other 

issues that he discussed, summarised the different personal 

attributes that characterise suitability to being appointed 

a judge in different jurisdictions.  New Zealand is 

representative of these attributes, and that includes legal 

ability, qualities of character, personal technical skills, 

reflection of society.  It is clear your Honour exceeds 

these requirements. 

 

So in closing, on behalf of the Law Society of Western 

Australia and the wider legal profession of Western 
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Australia, we warmly welcome you on your appointment, and 

we wish your Honour all the very best in your new role in 

the administration of justice and serving our community.  

May it please the Court. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you, Mr Mack. 

 

Mr Hammond. 

 

HAMMOND, MR:   May it please the Court.  I’m delighted to 

appear on behalf of the Bar Association to welcome 

your Honour, Judge Jeyamohan, as a judge of the 

District Court of Western Australia.  In doing so, I too 

also acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land upon 

which we meet, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation, 

and pay respects to their elders past, present and 

emerging. 

 

I join our Chief Judge and Attorney General in also 

acknowledging special guests mentioned by them, together 

with your Honour’s family, who are part of this occasion 

today.  I also acknowledge the West Australian branch of 

the Asian Australian Lawyers Association, who specifically 

would like to extend their warmest congratulations to 

your Honour as to your appointment. 

 

As is already clearly evident from the remarks made by the 

Attorney and Mr Mack on behalf of the Law Society, the 

calibre of your Honour’s resume to this point would, in its 

own right - and without looking any further - clearly 

satisfy all the criteria as to why your Honour’s 

appointment to the Court is eminently appropriate.  In the 

earlier parts of your Honour’s career, you were immersed in 

the common law, a jurisdiction sometimes described as a 

combination of art and science, which can, to the outsider, 

occasionally appear as maze-like. 

 

Whilst in practice, your Honour had no difficulty in 

navigating the twists and turns of the subject matter, I 

would suggest, assisted by an innate understanding of the 

human condition.  Given it is this Court that possesses 

unlimited jurisdiction in the determination of cases of 

common law, we are indeed fortunate that your Honour 

arrives at the Court with a ready-made roadmap to navigate 

such a landscape. 

 

In addition to your Honour’s common law practice, as we’ve 

heard, your Honour worked for more than a decade in general 

litigation with a particular focus on construction law.  

You were very highly regarded in the private firms where 
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your Honour worked:  MinterEllison, Mallisons and Jackson 

MacDonald amongst them.  You were universally known by 

superiors, juniors, and clients as a practitioner 

constantly demonstrating traits of hard work and good 

humour mixed with formidable intellect. 

 

These qualities clearly earmarked your Honour as a most 

suitable - if not pre-determined - candidate for further 

advancement in private practice, quite probably to 

partnership and to what might colloquially be called, in 

those larger firms, “the big table”.  Notwithstanding the 

trajectory that was clearly available to your Honour, 

another road, perhaps less travelled, but by no means less 

noble, beckoned. 

 

Indeed, in addition to hard work, good humour, and high 

intellect, there was another arguably an even more 

consistent driver that appears through the review of 

your Honour’s journey to date, and that is your propensity 

to respond to the call to service.  As demonstrated by your 

work both at the State Solicitor’s Office, first as an 

advisor, then later as the Deputy State Solicitor, and also 

in this Court as a registrar. 

 

Having consulted with your friends, family, and colleagues 

in order to obtain a greater understanding of what has 

motivated your Honour, it is clear that you demonstrate the 

obvious and then perhaps the not-so-obvious qualities of 

what makes an excellent judge, some of which have clearly 

been hiding in plain sight all along.  In regards to the 

obvious qualities; firstly, there is your prodigious work 

ethic.  While sometimes it is apparent by being the first 

person in the office and the last person to leave, it is 

actually truly measured by your impact whilst at the 

coalface. 

 

By way of example - and without descending into particulars 

- whilst at the State Solicitor’s Office, your Honour was 

the lynchpin in relation to matters often involving 

responding to very urgent applications which necessarily 

required marshalling the troops to obtain evidence, whilst 

also providing valuable feedback in relation to 

submissions.  Wrapping a ribbon around the entire package 

to ensure materials were filed and served ahead of time, 

pursuant to tight court orders, all the time with a cheery 

demeanour, regardless of what might seemingly appear to 

others to be an impossible ask. 

 

Secondly, your Honour’s intellect is self-evident, having 

regard to your involvement in complex and demanding cases 

such as Mineralogy v John Holland, and more recently as 
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counsel assisting the special inquiry into the 2025 State 

Government election to name but a few. 

 

Thirdly, there is the trait of what might be regarded as 

emotional intelligence, maybe again, more colloquially 

known as simply “reading the room” or making sure that you 

are communicating in a style which meant you brought people 

with you.  I’m told your Honour demonstrated this trait not 

only in relation to briefing cabinet ministers on complex 

matters on an urgent basis, but just as effectively in 

managing the equally challenging task of recalling coffee 

and pastry orders for 10 junior members of your team, a 

task that is not as easy as it otherwise might seem in the 

“triple frappuccino, soy, chai, decaf, matcha, latte, 

bespoke, batch brew” generation of those who come after us. 

 

Fourthly, on top of all of that is your Honour’s 

professional involvement with the workings of this Court as 

a registrar of the court from 2022 to 2024.  During this 

time, I’m able to say that I saw firsthand the 

effectiveness of your Honour’s skills as a mediator, 

facilitating fair and just outcomes in claims for survivors 

of horrendous historical child sexual abuse in a manner 

that was kind, professional, and most importantly, made 

them feel like they were being heard by someone who played 

an integral role in the administration of justice. 

 

So they are the obvious traits.  But there are also some 

not-so-obvious traits your Honour possesses, which make 

things even clearer in terms of why you are so suited to 

judicial life.  Firstly, the traits that come from your 

upbringing and devotion to family.  They are traits of 

patience and kindness. 

 

Your Honour was raised by loving parents, Mohan and Rajes, 

who immigrated to Perth from Malaysia when your Honour was 

a teenager.  You were brought up with two younger brothers, 

Keshav and Kush, and none of you were ever treated any 

differently.  You have been on the record as saying, “We 

should make an effort to embrace and be part of the culture 

of people we live amongst”.  These qualities are those you 

epitomise in the manner in which you embrace your family 

life, with partner Jey and children Marisa and Rohan. 

 

Secondly, there is no easy way to say this - and I 

apologise to those who are about to be offended - but this 

trait speaks volumes to your Honour’s tenacity and 

determination.  I will not attribute the observation, but 

it is important to ensure that I have correctly captured 

the sentiment.  You see, I sat down with a very highly 

respected person in our profession who has known you in a 
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professional and personal capacity for decades.  When I 

asked them how best to describe you, without hesitation, I 

was told your Honour had a “superpower”, which was someone 

who, quote: 

 

Simply takes on the shit jobs without complaining and 

has always made the best of them. 

 

Unquote.  To that end, I note you have been a board member 

of the P&F of your children’s primary school since 2016.  

Further still, you served as the P&F President for three 

years.  Anyone who has served in such thankless roles will 

know that a superpower of a type possessed by your Honour 

is indeed required, and the statement is no doubt true.  In 

a set of not unrelated observations, your Honour has also 

been described as someone who operates at all times in a 

“hubris-free zone”. 

 

Thirdly, and perhaps on a slightly more serious note, there 

is your Honour’s spirituality.  Your Honour is of Hindu 

faith, which teaches living in harmony and truth, duty in 

all life, guided by self-discipline, compassion and respect 

for all.  The commitment to such values was clearly 

demonstrated when your Honour was sworn into your role as a 

judge of this Court on the Bhagavad Gita. 

 

A most apt example of the way in which you apply your faith 

to your professional life was perhaps best described by 

another former colleague of yours, whom observed that one 

of the many enjoyable aspects about working with 

your Honour was the fact when in discussions about matters 

of a more spiritual nature, you brought a different form of 

light to the same topic.  A topic which was illuminated, 

nonetheless, but just in a different way and from a 

different angle. 

 

I would suggest that where those obvious and not-so-obvious 

traits possessed by your Honour takes us, is to where we 

are right now.  Notwithstanding your Honour’s stellar 

pathway through the private sector in your former life, 

your values and your commitment to service make it clear 

that it is beyond any and all doubt your Honour will most 

admirably and effectively serve the administration of 

justice here in the District Court.  May it please the 

Court. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you, Mr Hammond. 

 

Yes, Ms Sojan.
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SOJAN, MS:   May it please the Court.  May I join in 

recognising the many distinguished guests and family 

members that are here today to welcome Judge Jeyamohan.  I 

also pay my respects to the Traditional Owners of the land 

on which we meet, the Whadjuk people, and I pay my respects 

to their elders past, present and emerging. 

 

It is my great honour and privilege today to welcome 

your Honour to the District Court on behalf of the Criminal 

Lawyers’ Association of Western Australia.  I have been at 

a disadvantage in preparing for this speech, as I’ve not 

had the pleasure of working with your Honour in the past.  

Therefore, I spoke to a number of people about their 

experiences with your Honour in their varying, different 

roles. 

 

In speaking to people, overwhelmingly, the first comment 

was always that your Honour was “amazing and incredible”, 

and I think that’s very clear today from the number of 

people that are here to celebrate and recognise this.  

There was also an overwhelming sentiment that you have an 

incredibly accomplished career and that whatever you set 

out to do, you will achieve.  And I think that’s also very 

clear from all of the other speakers today that have 

outlined your incredible achievements. 

 

In describing you, your friends and colleagues said you are 

“welcoming, down-to-earth and approachable”, and I am sure 

these are all skills that will serve you well as a judge in 

the District Court.  I also understand that you’ve spent 

significant time mentoring junior members of the 

profession, and I have no doubt that will continue 

throughout your time on the bench. 

 

Your Honour, I have no doubt that you got a small taste of 

criminal law when you were a registrar, and as you embrace 

the significant role that criminal law plays in the 

District Court, I am certain that you will become a vital 

role in the criminal law community, and the Criminal 

Lawyers’ Association looks forward to seeing you at our 

events in the future. 

 

Also, in doing my research, I have heard that you are an 

extremely talented cook.  So if the other members of the 

bench are not yet benefiting from this, then you should be 

sure to ask for some of this baking that I have heard a lot 

about. 

 

The consistent view of all of the members of the profession 

is that you have spent your career in service of our 

profession, and the impact that you have is very clear.  I 
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have no doubt that this will continue as you begin your 

career on the bench and contribute to our profession in a 

different way. 

 

The criminal lawyers of the profession look forward to 

appearing before you, and I have no doubt that you’re about 

to get a crash course from defence counsel, but it really 

is just the vibe of it.  On behalf of the Criminal Lawyers’ 

Association, it is my honour to offer these welcoming 

remarks and wish you the very best during your judicial 

career.  May it please the Court. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you, Ms Sojan. 

 

Your Honour. 

 

JEYAMOHAN DCJ:   Chief Judge Wager, thank you for your 

generous words of welcome, your steadfast support and all 

the assistance you have given me.  I return as a member of 

your Court with gratitude and thanks. 

 

To the Honourable Attorney-General, Dr Toni Buti MLA, 

Mr Mack, Mr Hammond SC, and Ms Sojan, thank you for your 

very gracious and humbling remarks.  It is very difficult 

and somewhat mortifying to be the recipient of such 

generous and public praise, but know that I am very 

grateful for the spirit in which it is offered. 

 

I, too, begin, as is customary and deeply important, by 

acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on 

which we meet today, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar 

nation.  I pay my respects to their elders, past and 

present, and honour their enduring connection to this land. 

 

To the many distinguished guests, including current and 

former members of the judiciary, the Solicitor General, 

Mr Craig Bydder SC, colleagues, family and friends, you do 

me a great honour with your presence here today, and I am 

deeply touched.  Were it possible, I would acknowledge each 

of you individually, but I am mindful of both time and of 

trying your collective patience.  I will therefore confine 

my acknowledgements to the following few of particular 

significance. 

 

May I first acknowledge the former Governor of Western 

Australia, the Honourable Malcolm McCusker AC CVO KC.  

Mr McCusker, your presence today is both humbling and very 

much appreciated.  I am equally honoured by the attendance 

of the former Attorneys General, the 

Honourable John Quigley MLA, and the 
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Honourable Jim McGinty MLA.  I’ve had the privilege of 

working with each of you in various capacities and have 

gained much from your knowledge and collective experience.  

Thank you all sincerely for your enduring support. 

 

Mr Attorney, may I extend my sincere thanks to you and to 

the Government of Western Australia for the trust and 

confidence you have placed in me through this appointment.  

I have had the privilege of not only being your student, 

particularly whilst undertaking my Master’s in Law, but 

later advising you in your various ministerial portfolios, 

including as Attorney General during my time at the State 

Solicitor’s Office. 

 

Mr Attorney, you are a person of deep integrity who is 

committed to delivering just and equitable outcomes for the 

people of Western Australia.  And I assure you that I will 

discharge the responsibilities of this judicial office with 

integrity, diligence and commitment to the judicial oath I 

have sworn.  An oath that remains ever present in my mind. 

 

To be entrusted with this role is an extraordinary 

privilege, and I’m mindful that it is an opportunity to 

serve our community, to contribute, and to uphold the 

values that underpin our legal system.  To this end, I wish 

to thank the members of the judiciary who generously shared 

their insights with me following my appointment. 

 

I’m particularly grateful to the 

Honourable Chief Justice Peter Quinlan SC, 

Justice Troy Sweeney SC, Justice Michael Gething, 

Justice Terence Palmer SC, Judge Nicholas Egan PSM, and 

former Senior Judge Andrew Stavriano.  Their thoughtful 

guidance provided not only practical insight, but a clear 

sense of the integrity and purpose that this role demands. 

 

I’m equally grateful for the warm collegiality, wisdom and 

candour extended to me by the members of this Court, and I 

thank them sincerely.  I’m also grateful for the support 

and friendship extended to me by Justice Larissa Strk, 

Justice Fiona Seaward SC and Judge Charlotte Wallace. 

 

I would also like to express my sincere thanks to the Court 

staff, and in particular, my associate Maeghan Oldfield and 

usher Taniea King.  Their professionalism and enthusiasm 

for the work of the Court has meant a great deal to me.  I 

also express my sincere thanks to Ms Kahlia Sullivan for 

all her time and effort in organising this welcome 

ceremony.
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One of the luckiest things that can happen to you in life 

is, I think, to have had a happy childhood, and I have my 

parents, Mohan and Rajes, to thank for this.  My formative 

years were spent in multicultural Malaysia, and my brothers 

Keshav, Kush, and myself were very fortunate to grow up in 

a family where education was valued and philanthropy 

mattered. 

 

Dinner table conversations were and still very much are 

centred on any number of topics ranging from current 

affairs, philosophy, and economics.  I’m deeply grateful to 

my parents who gave my brothers and I the same 

opportunities, the same encouragement, and the same steady 

guidance, which shaped not only our careers, but our 

character.  It is unsurprising that, given that support, 

two of us ended up studying law and the other finance. 

 

This ethic was personified in my late paternal grandfather, 

Senator Tan Sri Datuk Dr C Sinnadurai.  A teenage migrant 

from Ceylon to Malaya, he rose through determination and 

hard work to become a leading physician and a respected 

senator in the Malaysian parliament.  His decision to 

donate his entire senatorial allowance to charity typifies 

the person that he was and his legacy of service.  My 

grandfather passed away many years ago, but his 

selflessness and integrity are qualities that continue to 

inspire me and inform my appreciation of what it means to 

live with purpose. 

 

Perth, Western Australia, has been my home for the past 

35 years.  Arriving here as a teenager, I discovered a 

place not just to live, but to grow.  I’m grateful for my 

many lived experiences and the knowledge that I have in 

some small part contributed to the evolving story of this 

great State and country. 

 

I have, along that journey, including from my time in 

practice, also been fortunate to have made many lifelong 

friends, many of whom are here today, as you were at my 

wedding and other significant life events, and I’m so 

grateful to each of you for that.  To name some will run 

the risk of overlooking others, but know that you mean the 

world to me, and I thank you for your friendship. 

 

The legal profession, and more so the judiciary, carries 

the weight of not only upholding the rule of law, but also 

reflecting the society it serves.  To quote Mahatma Gandhi: 

 

The future depends on what we do in the present. 
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I bring to this role a diversity of perspective shaped not 

only by my gender, but by my cultural heritage, which 

informs my values and outlook on life.  I also bring the 

understanding gained from being an active and present part 

of this community, including time spent volunteering over 

the years with many different people and organisations, and 

I’m all the richer for it.  The sum of which has taught me 

to listen more carefully, to see people more clearly, and 

to understand the law in its human context. 

 

As to that insight, I’ve gained much from the mentorship, 

generosity of time and guidance of Ms Dee Roche, whom I 

thank.  As to why I chose to be visible in doing these 

things, both within the profession and in many different 

settings externally, it is to challenge and redirect the 

assumptions that are often tied to the unconscious bias 

associated with difference.  We can and must do better in 

this space, and acknowledge the work of associations like 

the Women Lawyers of Western Australia and the Asian 

Australian Lawyers Association for their commitment to 

fostering a more inclusive profession. 

 

As to my legal career, while my journey is uniquely my own, 

it would, in many respects, resonate with many of you in 

the room today.  It is a journey that has required hard 

work, resilience, and the constant need to balance 

competing life priorities in the interest of legal 

excellence. 

 

Along that journey, I was fortunate to work with many 

experienced practitioners in several excellent legal 

environments over some 15 years in private practice.  

However, it was during my time at the State Solicitor’s 

Office, which I first joined in 2013, that I found the 

greatest sense of professional fulfilment.  This was 

informed not only by the matters I was involved in, but by 

the people I had the privilege of working alongside. 

 

In terms of the work, I had the opportunity to work on many 

complex, high-value, and time-sensitive matters that were 

not only intellectually challenging, but also uniquely 

served the public interest.  That work included ensuring 

the delivery of major State health, transport and 

infrastructure projects, including landmark projects such 

as Elizabeth Quay and the stadium, as well as representing 

the State in numerous high-profile arbitral and litigated 

proceedings.  It was work that genuinely sparked joy. 

 

I thank each of the solicitors I served under during my 

time at the office:  Mr Paul D Evans, 

Judge Nicholas Egan PSM, 
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Acting State Solicitor Ms Angela Komninos, and Dr Graham 

Hill, for their immeasurable support and trust and 

confidence in me. 

 

Judge Egan, in particular, has invested much in my learning 

and growth over many years in practice, and I’m deeply 

grateful to him for this and for his honest, ongoing 

mentorship.  My time at the office also gave me the 

opportunity to work with the then Solicitor-General, 

President Thomson SC, and I learnt much from this and his 

Honour’s wise counsel. 

 

As to the people of the office:  to my former Deputy State 

Solicitors and my former advisor, Ms Catherine Ide, thank 

you for your support, insight and friendship.  To the 

Public in General section of the office, as your former 

Deputy, it has been an honour to lead and work alongside 

such talented individuals.  And your professionalism, 

teamwork and commitment to excellence made the experience a 

truly rewarding one for me. 

 

I extend the same thanks and acknowledgement to each of the 

practitioners whom I’ve worked with during my years at the 

office and the outstanding legal support team.  Together, 

we achieved many significant outcomes for the State, and 

I’ve no doubt that each of you will continue to grow and 

succeed in your careers.  I’m proud to have been a part of 

your journey. 

 

The last significant matter I worked on prior to my 

appointment was the special inquiry into the planning and 

delivery of the 2025 State Government election.  It was the 

kind of matter that reminded me why I chose to pursue a 

career in the law.  It was a matter which required clarity, 

collaboration and a strong sense of purpose, centred on a 

fundamental democratic right.  I’m especially thankful to 

Mr McCusker, whom I was privileged to assist as counsel.  

The experience remains one of personal and professional 

significance, and I thank you for that, sir. 

 

And now I come to the most important part of my speech.  As 

I sit here today, I recognise that my own journey would not 

have been possible without the steadfast support of my 

family. 

 

To my parents, Mohan and Rajes, I owe you more than 

gratitude.  Thank you for the sacrifices you made, for your 

unwavering belief in me, even in moments of self-doubt and 

uncertainty, and for all your support in helping me balance 

work and life. 
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To my brother Keshav and sister-in-law Rini, thank you for 

always being there to step in whenever needed despite your 

own busy lives. 

 

To my number one favourite niece, Manisha, I love you, and 

I am so proud of you. 

 

Recently, we welcomed our little nephew Arthur into my 

brother’s family in Canberra.  To my brother Kush and 

sister-in-law Kirsten, you are an important part of our 

lives and always there when it matters. 

 

To my mother-in-law, Bavany, I’m deeply grateful for your 

kindness and the love and care you have shown in helping 

with Marisa and Rohan.  Thank you. 

 

Whilst my sister-in-law, Darshi, brother-in-law, Anand, 

nephew, Adi, and niece, Rohini, who are in Melbourne, could 

not be here today, you are very much an important and 

valued part of our family lives.  Can I also extend a warm 

welcome and thanks to my cousins and extended family who 

are here today. 

 

To my husband, Jey, you are the source of my strength.  

We’ve been partners in this journey, and you have offered 

me not just emotional encouragement, but your quiet, yet 

unshakeable presence that has allowed me to focus, to grow, 

and to persevere.  You are an engineering and scientific 

intellectual in ways that I cannot comprehend. 

 

And it is somewhat ironic that you married a lawyer given 

the numbers in your own family, which should have been a 

warning to you.  But despite your own demanding career, you 

have been there for me and our children every step of the 

way, and I truly could not have done any of this without 

you. 

 

To our children, Marisa and Rohan, you are the heart of our 

lives.  You have grown up surrounded by the demands of our 

work.  You have been patient, even with weekends in the 

office, working time on holidays, or being dragged on site, 

or even the former cabinet meeting rooms.  Because that is 

the reality of having working parents. 

 

You have been a part of this journey, and the love and joy 

you bring gives me strength, purpose and drive to be the 

best version of myself.  Mummy and Papa love you both more 

than words can ever say, and we are so proud of the people 

that you are. 
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In concluding, I wish to honour the matriarchs who have 

been the foundation of my family’s story, and whose legacy 

continues not just in me, but in the generations to come in 

our family.  To my grandmother, 

Puan Sri Thavapathyamal Sinnadurai, who showed me the power 

of resilience and the importance of self-worth. 

 

To my aunt, Datin Jayabala Ratnam, who shared with me her 

love of Agatha Christie and knowledge of the law, and who 

showed me the wisdom of thoughtful reflection and the 

strength of quiet dignity. 

 

And most of all, to my beautiful mother, Rajeswary Suppiah, 

whose lessons are immeasurable, but who showed me that if 

you only dare to dream, anything is possible. 

 

Thank you all for your time and your attendance here today. 

 

WAGER CJDC:   Thank you.  And that now completes this 

special sitting.  The Court will adjourn. 

 

AT 10.00 AM THE MATTER WAS ADJOURNED ACCORDINGLY 


