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DISTRICT COURT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
NOTICE TO PRACTITIONERS

Amendments to the District Court Rules
and Practice Notes

District Court Rules - Amended
The District Court Rules 2005 (WA) (DCR) have been amended.
The amendments ‘

e are set out in the District Court Amendment Rules 2025 (WA); and

e include:
o changes, in DCR r 44E, to the documents that may be filed when a case is
inactive (to include notices of change in representation and applications to

restrict documents); and
o the introduction, in DCR r 51, of limited exceptions to the requirement for

personal service of notices of appeal.
Practice Notes (formerly Circulars to Practitioners) — Renamed and Revised

The 'Circulars to Practitioners' have been renamed 'Practice Notes' (PNs) to better
reflect their relevance to all users of the Court, whether or not they are represented.

The content of the Practice Notes has also been revised.
The re-issued Practice Notes (as updated August 2025):
e are set out in the updated Table of Amendments;

e notably, include changes to:

o PNG 4 — Court Records, including a new standardised form to request access
to a court record,;

o PNC 1 - Case Management before Entry for Trial, including in relation to
timely filing in cases that are, or are at risk of becoming, inactive;

o PNC 7 - Mediation Conferences, notably in relation to the use in some cases
of certificates of readiness and to the attendance of support persons;



o PNM 9 - Children and Witnesses with Communication Difficulties or a
Mental Disability — Guidelines for Questioning, with additional guidance on
questioning; and

o PNM 10 - Children and Witnesses with Communication Difficulties or a
Mental Disability — Ground Rules Hearings, with greater specificity in
relation to different categories of cases;

and

o take effect from the date of issue and replace any earlier version.

Dated 22 August 2025

Her Honour Judge Julie Wager Dr Brenda McGivern
Chief Judge of the District Court Principal Registrar of the District Court



